
         May 22, 2019 
 
Chris Osgood, Chief of Streets 
Boston Transportation Department 
1 City Hall Square, Room 603 
Boston, MA 02201 
 
Dear Chief of Streets Chris Osgood: 
 
I am a representative of the West Roxbury Bicycle Committee.  We are excited to see the West Roxbury 
Centre Street redesign proposals that you will be presenting to the community in June.  In preparation 
for that meeting, and to support you in developing bicycle friendly plans, we have canvassed the 
businesses along Centre Street and gathered signatures from business owners in a petition supporting 
protected bicycle lanes for the length of the street.  Included with this letter are copies of these 
petitions.  I will give you the originals at the meeting in June. 
 
We canvassed all along Centre Street from West Roxbury Parkway to LaGrange Street.  We gathered a 
total of 45 signatures for protected bike lanes.  Out of a total of 90 businesses along this section of the 
street, we were able to speak to the owners of 54 (60%), and 83% of the business owners we spoke to 
signed in support of the petition.  Of the 9 businesses who did not sign, 5 of them were neutral on the 
question.  We believe this demonstrates very strong support for bicycle infrastructure from the 
businesses on the street.   
 
There are a couple key points to understand about this petition.  The drawing is only a conceptual 
drawing and it is not specific to Centre Street, but we believe it fits.  It was made as a generic drawing by 
MassDOT.  The key thing we are asking for that the drawing shows well is a parking protected bike lane.  
This will allow people on bicycles to ride safely and comfortably along the street.  The major concern 
raised was potential loss of parking.  Businesses do want to retain as much parking as possible, so the 
drawing might be a little over-ambitious with trees and shrubbery.  Also important is the ability to have 
a designated left-turn lane at intersections and a place for buses to pull out of traffic at bus stops.  I'm 
sure you can work the bike lane around the bus stops using ideas from other cities and countries.   
 
We look forward to your proposals. 
 
Sincerely, 
Benjamen Wetherill, Chairperson 
West Roxbury Bicycle Committee 
 
380 W Roxbury Pkwy 
West Roxbury, MA 02132 
617-390-3151 


